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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Gaston to Unveil Mural Honoring Namesake 
 
What:   Mural of Rutherford B. Gaston Sr. celebrated 
 
When:  Friday, April 22, 2022 
              9-9:45 a.m. 
 
Where: Gaston Middle School 
              1100 E. Church Ave. (93706) 
 
Fresno Unified board members, students, district leaders and leaders from the community will 
gather to celebrate the unveiling of a mural of the late Rutherford “Bud” Gaston. The mural was 
created by local artist Jason Esquivel with help from students to honor the campus’s namesake, 
who was Fresno Unified’s first African American principal and a community leader. The school 
opened in August 2014, two years after the passing of Mr. Gaston.  
 
The mural is part of a focus in recent years to ensure students know who their school was named 
after and what he accomplished. The opening of Gaston marked the return of a neighborhood 
middle school in southwest Fresno after more than 35 years. 
 
Guests will include Superintendent Bob Nelson, trustees Valerie Davis and Keshia Thomas, 
Congressman Jim Costa and other dignitaries. 
 
“This mural is a special addition to Gaston Middle School, one that I hope will inspire students 
daily. Mr. Gaston was a trailblazer in our district, not only serving Fresno Unified students for 33 
years but was a leader in a number of community organizations,” said Superintendent Bob 
Nelson. 
 

mailto:Diana.Diaz@fresnounified.org
https://jecreations85.com/


Stay informed of Fresno Unified’s activities online: 
 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2Fchannels%2Ffresnounified&data=04%7C01%7CDiana.Diaz%40fresnounified.org%7C7743909fcf6641ad3fd808d9f87d535a%7C74c9008303c6453a801c9251cdd17eb8%7C0%7C0%7C637814039550149348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GfJ8aW1t%2BS%2BqeqnP5uMEkYm8FX5NXoSoNa6%2BiN%2FbGC8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Ffresnounifiedpage&data=04%7C01%7CDiana.Diaz%40fresnounified.org%7C7743909fcf6641ad3fd808d9f87d535a%7C74c9008303c6453a801c9251cdd17eb8%7C0%7C0%7C637814039550305572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=MlvGLNsuSwojSFLNA9R2pgS6fInhX1%2FviumiQ7OSG7o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Ffresnounified&data=04%7C01%7CDiana.Diaz%40fresnounified.org%7C7743909fcf6641ad3fd808d9f87d535a%7C74c9008303c6453a801c9251cdd17eb8%7C0%7C0%7C637814039550305572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=tUP1kEe9WBwTISTt7mQCTq8g3ftCvDSjMCz%2BdYCs1R8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Ffresnounified%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDiana.Diaz%40fresnounified.org%7C7743909fcf6641ad3fd808d9f87d535a%7C74c9008303c6453a801c9251cdd17eb8%7C0%7C0%7C637814039550305572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=68PNZ%2FMyugzmWs57tZW%2F4P4wxSTm0WM45Wwq44%2BdNEc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Ffresnounified&data=04%7C01%7CDiana.Diaz%40fresnounified.org%7C7743909fcf6641ad3fd808d9f87d535a%7C74c9008303c6453a801c9251cdd17eb8%7C0%7C0%7C637814039550305572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5FScVas2bkICKxf8X0LfOc1ymLHQH%2Ffi%2F6wW6gYXgBU%3D&reserved=0

